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attained, Moksha, I assume that this question has not been satisfactorily solved.
It appears to me that women should not bother about "purusha karmas9 nor
should they become 'Sushka Vedanthins5; they would do well to attend to their
hearths, homes and in service at home.2
All provisions are available at Prayag. All kinds of skilled persons are
available here. There is an English shop owned by a Bengali who sells import-
ed articles. I stayed here during the period between 12th Tuesday and the
night of 22nd Friday and started my travel again on the 23rd on a houseboat-
called eBajra'3 I took another ordinary boat also with me on hire for use on the
Ganges. These bajra boats are nearly 60 feet long and 20 feet wide with three
rooms on them one behind the other. These rooms are constructed with wood
and painted well. The last room on the boat Is a bathroom. The middle
room is a bedroom, while the first Is an office room.
There is a deck underneath these rooms or caras' to store luggage.
Three palanquins can be kept In these rooms while 30 palanquin-bearers can
stay in a houseboat. Each houseboat has 14 mails who row the boat, and
one manji who Is the helmsman. The dally hire for a bajra is Rupees 7/-.
Kaladar and sikha rupees are currency. These rupees have a value of one
anna more than our rupees. The Government here have fixed the number of
days the bajras should take to reach a place. One need only pay the hire for
the outward journey for the fixed number of days; the boat is used by one after
the boat Is fixed up for the return journey by someone else. The rent has to be
given In full without relation to the distance travelled on these fixed days.
For example, a bajra takes 6 days to reach Kasi from Prayag but hire would
have to be paid for the bajra for 15 days. The army also is transported
between Bengal and Prayag in these boats. Therefore I also fixed up a Bajra.
This is adequate for my requirements. However as I had to carry Ganges
water and Jamuna water separately taking it from the Da Sasvamedhaghat at
Prayag, I collected 500 padis3 of Ganges water in 50 big pots. I fixed up
another boat for Rupees 27 to carry this Ganga with me up to Kasi. Kasi
can be reached on land In 4 davs time. As the flow of water Is lesser now I was
^
told that I could do this journey on the Ganges in six days only. However as I
had study the country, and also keeping in view that this would give some rest
to my escort, I decided to travel by river. Ganga is in floods here in the months
o f Shravana and Bhadrapada. The eastern wind is blowing now here. The force
of the winds here is not comparable to the swiftness of the water currents.
Three sails are tied to one pole in the bajra boat.   As I was travelling
east, the wind is against me now. Dew time (Winter?) starts here from the
beginning of next month. The summer is very warm here during the months
of Chaitra, Vaishaka and Kartlka. I had sent away most of my luggage
to Kasi from Mirjapur. Out of the remaining luggage, one flannel tent, one
sepoy tent and one 'Kalasi9 were retained by me on the boat while a pair of
2.    Two paras of a hypothesis by VeerfiswSmi on this issue have been edited here.
3.    Padis is equal to 1 1/2 seers - a liquid measure.